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“It started out I wanted to
get a marker placed. Then
my dad told me, ‘You have
to go’,” said Peggy Munson
of Fredricksburg, TX (near
San Antonio) as she stood in
the Old Graysville Cemetery
in Graysville on Aug. 16.
Munson had discovered that
her fourth great grandfather
and War of 1812 veteran
Jesse Hall was buried in the
cemetery and set out to have

a commemorative marker set
at his grave. With the help of
some local people, led by
Monroe County Veterans
Services Director Gary
Lake, the desire became a
reality on Saturday.

Jesse Hall was born about
1782 in Virginia and married
Mary “Polly” Walthers in
1806. He served in the
Virginia Militia during the
War of 1812. By 1818,
records show he had migrat-
ed to Monroe County. He

and his wife were the parents
of seven children who popu-
lated the area. Mary died in
1838, and Jesse died in 1857.
Jesse’s final resting place is
in the Graysville cemetery
beside his dad William Hall
[Editor’s Note: William Hall
was a Revolutionary War
veteran incorrectly identified
as a Reverend in the Aug. 7
Beacon].

Several people attended
the grave marking ceremo-
ny, including Susan

Leninger, Ohio President of
the United States Daughters
of 1812. Also attending
were chapter president
Annette Haddox, chapter
chaplain Susanne Burchett
and Nancy Riley of the
Silver Heels Trail/Mary
Bird Lake chapter of the
United States Daughters of
1812, based in Marietta and
McConnellsville/Malta. 

The highlight of the cere-
mony was the family reunion
of sorts that took place
amongst Hall’s descendants.
Munson traveled the furthest
from Texas. However, three
other family members
Tammy (Burrows) Parish,
Stephanie Parish and
Kimberlee (Burrows) Sheppa
traveled from northern Ohio.
In a pleasant surprise, three
Beacon readers found out
about the ceremony from the
Aug. 7 article about the grave
marking. Betty (Hall)
Anderson, formerly of
Graysville and now of Belpre,
knew she was a descendant of
Jesse Hall. Mary (Ewers)
Kehl and Loretta (Ewers)
Clymer, both of Woodsfield,
did some research after read-
ing the article and discovered
they were also descendants of
Hall. All gathered together to
mark the occasion. 

When speaking during the

ceremony, Munson expressed
appreciation on behalf of her-
self, her family members and
her new-found family mem-
bers. She recognized Lake for
“putting the whole thing
together.” She also thanked
Clem Kress and Gene Frank,
both of the American Legion
Post 87 in Woodsfield, for
their attendance. 

A ceremony recognizing
the contributions of Jesse
Hall and all veterans of the
War of 1812 followed with

Haddox and Burchett lead-
ing much of the proceed-
ings. 

Jesse Hall’s grave marker,
a thin sandstone marker like
so many from his time, is
faded and broken from years
of decay. However, now a
new metal marker identifies
his grave and recognizes his
contribution to America’s
freedom. Thanks to the
efforts of Munson and Lake,
a War of 1812 patriot will
now be memorialized. 

A grave marking ceremony was held on Aug. 16 for Jesse Hall, a veteran of the War of
1812 buried in Graysville. Several of his descendants attended. Pictured, from left, are:
Peggy Munson, Betty Anderson, Mary Kehl, Loretta Clymer, Tammy Parish and
Stephanie Parish. Photo by Darin Brown

The grave marker for Jesse Hall is pictured above. Gary
Lake, Director of the Monroe County Veterans Services
was credited for much of the work to get the marker
installed. 


